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the battle of Valmy. A year later he was at the siege of Mainz,
which was held by a French garrison, and went under fire
several times. After that he retired to Weimar, and there
spent the rest of his long life (except for a memorable visit
to Italy in 1786-88 and a few occasional journeys) until his
death in 1832, being for part of the time a Minister of State
of the Duchy. He was interested in administration and good
government; but he simply detested war and thec high politics '
of the time. War to him was just a cruel, devouring monster,
the tragic burden of suffering humanity. For the warriors who
bore a large part of this tragic burden in their own persons
he had sympathy and admiration; for war itself only loathing.
His loathing for it was increased all the more by the fact that
war was unnecessary, avoidable, if only people would be
sensible and would co-operate. " My children," says the good
landlord to Rose and George, his tenant-farmers, in Der
Burgergeneral, " love each other and look after the land and
your household. Let every one begin with himself and he
will find plenty to do. Let him honourably seek the advantage
of himself and those dependent on him, and he will thus con-
tribute to the general welfare." A modern critic—not a Ger-
man, but an Italian—sums up Goethe's personality as being
" calm virtue, earnest goodness and justice, wisdom, balance,
good sense, sanity, and, in a word, all those qualities which
are generally laughed at as being bourgeois."l In Hermann
imd Dorothea Goethe writes: " To build and maintain one
happy home serves mankind better than all the talk about the
rights of man." What he had observed of the French cam-
paign in 1792 and later convinced him that no revolution was
ever worth the price which had to be paid for it.2
After his two campaigns, Valmy and Mainz, Goethe saw no
more fighting. He remained at Weimar, occupied in long
years of tranquil work at his books and in his official duties,
and in conversation with his friends and distinguished visitors.
He paid little attention to affairs outside the Duchy, though
1 B. Croce, Goethe (trans. AinsKe, 1923), p. 3.
» See G. RGooch.,Sfc«&* in Modern History, "Goethe" (1931), p. 163.

